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The Beaumont Enterprise, Texas, Jane McBride column:
JANE MCBRIDE: Obamas need Feng Shui in the White
House

Jan 17, 2009 (The Beaumont Enterprise - McClatchy-Tribune Information Services via COMTEX) -- If you
want to give our new president some advice, the line forms to the right.

It seems everyone and his brother has some words of wisdom for the new commander in chief. And that's
good, I suppose, since he's going to need it. Our world is in peril on all fronts, from the environment and
financial instability to political unrest and an educational system in need of reform.

Most of the advice is serious stuff: Karl Rove stressed the need for Obama to avoid an "elitist" image; The
ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project wants the president to close Guantanamo. And former President Jimmy
Carter hopes Obama can do what he couldn't -- get Americans to release their death grip on oil by pushing
through energy legislation in the honeymoon period by displaying "dedication, enthusiasm and tenacity."

George Bush simply said: "Do what you think is right."

My advice? Develop a thick skin, because you're going to need it.

As all couples eventually discover, the honeymoon period doesn't last forever. At least, not that part where
giving your partner anything he or she wants seems reasonable.

Not everyone's advice centers on the heavy issues at hand. I particularly enjoyed reading real estate expert
Debra Duneier's suggestion: bring feng shui to the White House.

Feng shui, as you likely know, is the "rules in Chinese philosophy that govern spatial arrangement and
orientation in relation to patterns of yin and yang and the flow of energy," according to WordNet, an online
lexical database.

As Duneier pointed out, the first cornerstone was laid for the White House in 1792 and a whole mess of
energy from all of those years (good and bad alike), still hangs around the place.

Evil words have been uttered there, in addition to uplifting ones.

Feng Shui practitioner Duneier said Obama was born under the wood element (the others are fire, earth,
metal and water) and his number is 1. It certainly is right now, as he soon will hold the No. 1 job in
America.

I'm not sure the new president will be down with all her suggestions -- she suggests smudging the important
rooms before moving in.

Smudging, used by Native Americans to clear out evil spirits, means lighting up some dried sage and
lavender and letting the "smoldering smoke travel in all corners of the room, especially where energy enters
the home by the doorways, windows, fireplaces and electrical outlets."

After one sniff, people will think Clinton's back in the Big House.

She also suggests changing the doorknobs on the doors in the rooms most frequented by the departing
administration. If that can't be done, she says to wash them all down with sea salt to cleanse the energy.

That seems a bit harsh. Laura Bush seems like a clean woman to me.
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To get the best energy from the Black Turtle, as it's called, Obama should sit with his back to the wall and
move his chair so he faces east. I think the Oval Office has been structured the way it is for many decades, if
not all of modern history.

Somehow, I can't see Obama saying: "Hey, could you get some carpenters in here to close off those three
windows behind the desk and cover them with sheetrock?"

Besides, the idea for Black Turtle desk placement is to provide the support and confidence one needs when
making important decisions.

I'm guessing President-elect Obama has the confidence part down.

The support? Time will tell.
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